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Arkansas town with KKK
ties working to bury racism,
literally
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ties working to bury racism,
literally

Harrison, Arkansas has often been associated with supporters of the Ku Klux

Klan, but the city is working to bury racism.

As CBS affiliate KOLR reports, the town held a number of ceremonies Tuesday

night aimed at spreading the message of Dr. Martin Luther King. The ceremonies

included literally burying a casket -- metaphorically burying racism.

Decades ago, Harrison had signs

warning non-whites to be out of town

before dusk. But Tuesday at dusk, a

peace march was held by people of all

races to show that those days are over,

the station reported.

"We're a loving community, everyone

gets along with everybody, and everyone

accepts everybody," said Mayor Jeff

Crockett.

Crockett said even though the values of

the majority of residents have changed, the town's image has remained tarnished,

due to an influence from KKK supporters.

"It hurts because people traveling through town don't know town," he said. "They

don't know how we are."

In order to change that perception, the town is holding a number of acceptance-

driven ceremonies, including a candle-light vigil celebrating Dr. Martin Luther

King's message and the burial of the casket.
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